OLD GERMANY

form of one hour's English exchanged for one hour's Ger-
man. I had brought a silk hat and tail suit with me from
England, and this made me an embarrassing number of new
friends, for every student needed such an outfit in which to
pay his formal call on his professors once a term. Borrow-
ing was the rule ; and sometimes the student returning my
clothes was accompanied by another known to him but not
to me, who bowed stiffly on my threshold and asked if he
might have the honour of wearing them next.

The afternoons were spent in walking or riding, horse-
back or bicycle, with such student acquaintances; and on
Sundays we joined in scrambles on the Bavarian peaks,
where the rock was friable and treacherous compared with
the basalt of the Lakes or North Wales which I already
knew. We carried coils of rope which were seldom used :
at the summit there was" generally a comfortable inn crowded
with walkers who had come up by the path and were toast-
ing the beauties of the view in beer or red Tiroler wine.
On such days one returned too late for the theatre ; but
most of my other evenings were spent there, always with a
student card at minimum price. By this time I knew the
personalities of all the players, and even of the prompter
who read each part aloud, sometimes too audibly, from his
hooded box in the middle of the footlights. It was perhaps
too much to expect of any company that they should keep
the text of as many as ten plays in their heads at the same
time. But to remember words was easier than to preserve
distinctions of character : type-playing showed itself as the
real weakness of the repertory system. Some of the heavy
fathers, elderly spinsters and young lovers soon appeared
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